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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
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IBM’s statements regarding its plans, directions, and intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice at IBM’s sole
discretion. Information regarding potential future products is intended to outline our general product direction and it 
should not be relied on in making a purchasing decision. The information mentioned regarding potential future products is 
not a commitment, promise, or legal obligation to deliver any material, code or functionality. Information about potential 
future products may not be incorporated into any contract. The development, release, and timing of any future features or 
functionality described for our products remains at our sole discretion.

Each IBM customer is responsible for ensuring its own compliance with legal requirements.  It is the customer’s sole 
responsibility to obtain advice of competent legal counsel as to the identification and interpretation of any relevant laws and 
regulatory requirements that may affect the customer’s business and any actions the customer may need to take to comply 
with such laws.  IBM DOES NOT PROVIDE LEGAL ADVICE OR REPRESENT OR WARRANT THAT ITS SERVICES OR 
PRODUCTS WILL ENSURE THAT THE CUSTOMER IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH ANY LAW. 

The information contained in this document: 
Is intended to outline an aspect of IBM’s general product direction and should not be relied on in making a purchasing 
decision; 
Is for informational purposes only and may not be incorporated into any contract; and  
Is not a commitment, promise or legal obligation to deliver any material, code or functionality.

The development, release and timing of any features or functionality described for IBM products remain at IBM’s sole 
discretion.  



ADS and ODM positioning
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ODM

ADS

From the beginning, ADS has been targeted to be the 
long-term successor of ODM, for on-prem and SaaS. 
Both products will coexist for many years.

June 2020

Through Cloud Pak for Business Automation, ADS is 
delivering additional and innovative decision 
automation capabilities to ODM customers.

ODM customers are expected to be able to migrate ODM 
assets to ADS once ADS feature set is compatible.



ADS & ODM are evolving side by side
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ODM
Intents: 
• Add support for new platforms,
• Optimize performance and stability,
• Add targeted new features

- Proven, stable, feature rich
- Support for complex decisions
- Traditional and container deployments
- Large customer base

ADS
Intents: 
• Expand core decision automation feature set,
• Expand integration with other Business Automation components

(low-code apps, workflow, BAI, document processing),
• (Longer term) Support ODM projects import

- Innovative, with low-code and 
ML integration

- For new decision projects
- Container deployment
- Platform integration



ODM best when a project requires…

– Large/complex decision services
• With hundreds of rules organized in a hierarchy
• With data models for rules based on Java models
• With a need to combine business rules, script-based actions and orchestration of tasks

– Reuse of existing ODM rules and ruleflows

– Deployments on app servers, embedded in Java apps, on compute grids, on z/OS

– Built-in testing and simulation capabilities

– Advanced runtime management capabilities

IBM Automation / © 2021 IBM Corporation 5
(1): Deprecated 

As of April 2021



ADS best when a project requires…

– New decision automation led by business groups

– Intuitive decision modeling and data models definition

– Built-in integration of Machine Learning predictions

– Usage of Git as the repository and driver for governance

– Ease of integration with 3rd party CI/CD pipelines

– Native cloud architecture

– Integration with other automation components
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Comparing ADS and ODM for decision projects
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Requirements ODM ADS 

Reuse of existing ODM rules and ruleflows +++ -

Large/complex decision service +++ +

Business-led creation of decision service + +++

Decision modeling + (1) +++

Git as the source of truth + +++

Integration with CI/CD pipelines + +++

Built-in validation of decision service + ++

Built-in non-regression testing ++ -

Design-time integration with Machine Learning services - +++

Integration with other automation services + ++

(1): Deprecated 

From a capability perspective:

As of April 2021



Comparing ADS and ODM for decision projects
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Requirements ODM ADS 

Container deployment on OpenShift ++ +++

Container deployment on EKS / AKS +++ -

Traditional deployment (distributed, z/OS) +++ -

SaaS offering +++ -

From a deployment target perspective:

As of April 2021



Need help ?
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Contact Decision Product Managers:
(in particular for roadmap discussions with customers)

Lenny Bromberg, Program Director, Decision Automation
lbromberg@us.ibm.com

Antony Viaud, Product Manager Lead for ADS
antony.viaud@fr.ibm.com

Marie Girard, Product Manager Lead for ODM
marie.girard@fr.ibm.com

Bacary Bassene, Product Manager for ODM on Cloud
bacarybassene@fr.ibm.com

Ping the Groups on Slack (for IBMers) :

#cp4au-ads

#odm-practitioners



Stay Connected with IBM Business Automation Community
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community.ibm.com/community/user/automation
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